
 

June 29, 2026​
 

To: Massachusetts Senate​
Re: S.3143, Support Amendment 25, Addressing Biomass (Sen. Gomez) ​
 

Dear Senator, 

On behalf of the ARISE for Social Justice, Springfield Climate Justice Coalition, Partnership for Policy Integrity, 

Climate Action Now-Western MA, the Public Health Institute of Western Massachusetts, Massachusetts Public 

Health Alliance, and the more than 80 undersigned environmental, public health, environmental justice, faith, 

labor, community based organizations, we respectfully urge you to co-sponsor and vote YES on Amendment # 

25 for bill S.3143, preserving the language from Section 10 of H.5175, removing woody biomass from the 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standard (GGES) for municipal lighting plants (MLPs). 

We appreciate the Senate's longstanding leadership on this issue. During the previous legislative session, the 

Senate adopted substantially similar language (Amendment # 34 to S.2829), recognizing that woody biomass 

should not be classified as a "non-carbon emitting" energy source. We are encouraged that the House has now 

adopted the same policy through Section 10 of H.5175, reflecting broad legislative consensus that this 

long-overdue correction should now be enacted into law. 

Biomass power plants emit more carbon per unit of electricity generated than coal, while also producing 

harmful air pollution and driving increased forest harvesting. Without this amendment, the current statute will 

continue to classify woody biomass as a "non-carbon emitting source" solely for purposes of the municipal 

lighting plant Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standard—a designation that is scientifically inaccurate and 

inconsistent with Massachusetts climate policy.  

The Legislature already acted to remove woody biomass from the Renewable Portfolio Standard in 2022 

because it is neither clean nor climate-friendly.  This amendment does not establish a new policy; rather, it 

aligns the GGES with the Legislature's existing determination that woody biomass should not receive ratepayer 

or other subsidies.  

Passage is particularly important given the recent court rulings involving the proposed Palmer Renewable 

Energy biomass facility in Springfield. Project developers have long sought contracts with municipal lighting 

plants to support project financing. Closing this loophole removes an unintended incentive for new biomass 

generation while protecting ratepayers, public health, and the Commonwealth's climate goals. 

Importantly, organizations representing municipal light plants, including the Massachusetts Municipal 

Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC) and Energy New England (ENE), have supported this policy correction, 

underscoring that it is a practical, commonsense measure that aligns with the Commonwealth's clean energy 

goals. Finally, this amendment is fully consistent with Governor Healey's longstanding position that forest 

bioenergy should no longer receive rate-payer subsidies or other incentives because it increases greenhouse gas 

emissions, threatens public health, and undermines our forests. 

We respectfully ask you to vote YES on the amendment preserving Section 10 of H.5175 when S.3143 comes 

before the Senate.  



 

Thank you for your continued leadership and consideration. 

Sincerely,   

Teniel Rhiney, ​
Environmental Justice Organizer​
Arise For Social Justice 

Acadia Center 

Alliance Ashfield 

Alternatives for Community & Environment 

Andover WECAN 

Bee Friendly Williamstown 

Berkshire Environmental Action Team 

Boston Catholic Climate Movement 

Breathe Clean North Shore 

Brookhaven Residents Climate Change Committee 

Canton Residents for a Sustainable Equitable Future 

Center for Biological Diversity 

Chase Systems 

Citizens Awareness Network 

Citizens for Holden's Energy Future--CHEF 

Climate Action Group, Unitarian Society 

Climate Action Now Western Mass 

Climate Reality Project Massachusetts Southcoast 

Concerned Citizens of Franklin County 

ConcordCAN 

Conservation Law Foundation 

Earth Ministry Team - First Church Amherst, UCC 

Elders Climate Action Massachusetts Chapter 

Extinction Rebellion Western Mass 

FCCPR Climate Crisis Task Force 

Fore River Residents Against Compressor Station (FRRACS) 

Friends of Mohawk Trail State Forest 

Friends of the Notch Forest 

Greater Boston Physicians for Social Responsibility 

Green Energy Consumers Alliance 

Greenfield Solar 

Greening Greenfield 

GreenRoots 

Healthy Home Healthy Planet 

Hilltown Anti-Herbicide Coalition 

Hilltown Vision 

Hingham Net Zero 

Jewish Climate Action Network 

Last Tree Laws Massachusetts 



 

Lexington Climate Action Network (LexCAN) 

Local Energy Advocates 

Longmeadow Pipeline Awareness Group 

Massachusetts Climate Action Network 

Massachusetts Forest Watch 

MassPLAN 

Melrose UU Church Climate Action Team 

Mothers Out Front Massachusetts 

NatureCulture® 

Neighbor to Neighbor 

North American Climate, Conservation and Environment (NACCE) 

North Parish UU Climate Justice Group 

North Quabbin Energy Network 

Our Revolution Massachusetts (ORMA) 

Out Now 

Pioneer Valley Asthma Coalition 

PipeLine Awareness for the Northeast, Inc. 

Public Health Institute of Western Massachusetts 

Resist the Pipeline 

RESTORE: The North Woods 

Revitalize Community Development Corporation 

River Valley Democratic Socialists of America 

Rust Temple 

Save Massachusetts Forests 

Sheffield Saves 

Sierra Club Massachusetts 

Slingshot 

Springfield No One Leaves 

Standing Trees 

Sustainable Middleborough 

The Enviro Show 

The Social Justice Commission of the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts 

Third Act MA 

350 Central Mass 

350 Mass 

350 Mass Metro North Node 

Traprock Center/Climate & Democracy Project 

Trees as a Public Good 

2 Degrees Northampton 

Union of Concerned Scientists 

Unitarian Universalist Mass Action 

Unitarian Universalist Society of Greater Springfield 

Wendell State Forest Alliance 

Williamstown COOL Committee 

Worcester Congregations for Climate and Environmental Justice 


